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MEETING NOTES: 2/17/18: Rosie’s 1901 Garage & Trading Post, Mobile, AL
In attendance:
Kris Cook

Shane Coker
Rodney Green
Matthew Schroeder
Michael Stafford
Brian Isphording
Kathy Broach
John “Chico” Bethea
Freddy Wheeler
Brandom Milam
Melissa Milam
Momma Kat Zimmer
Michael Stieber
Larry Lindsay
Andrea Lindsey
Kris passed out meeting notes from the last meeting and the treasurer’s reports for both Dixie ABATE, Inc. and Dixie
ABATE Awareness & Education, Inc. All were approved.
Larry gave the education report. He was at Andalusia two weeks earlier, and will soon teach at Lee High School in
Montgomery and Lanier High School, in Huntsville. He is creating an evaluation to get feedback from the drivers ed
students, to test what they have learned. It will give teachers something to put in the grade book. Larry hasn’t heard
yet when the state will put our module in their curriculum. It is on the agenda, though, for a summer teacher’s
workshop in Gulf Shores this year.
There is a bill in the House, HB216, introduced by Representative Gaston, of Mobile County, which is a Dead Red
bill. It has been read, on 1/16, and has been sent back to the house of origin for committee action. The committee is
the Public Safety & Homeland Security committee. The bill is copied below:

1 HB216
2 189775-1
3 By Representative Gaston
4 RFD: Public Safety and Homeland Security
5 First Read: 16-JAN-18
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7
8 SYNOPSIS: This bill would allow the driver of a
9 motorcycle or bicycle to disregard a
10 traffic-control signal and proceed through an
11 intersection controlled by a traffic-control signal
12 under certain conditions.
13
14 A BILL
15 TO BE ENTITLED
16 AN ACT
17
18 To amend Section 32-5A-32 of the Code of Alabama
19 1975, relating to traffic-control signals; to authorize the
20 driver of a motorcycle or bicycle to disregard a
21 traffic-control signal and proceed through an intersection
22 that is controlled by a traffic-control device under certain
23 conditions.
24 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:
25 Section 1. Section 32-5A-32 of the Code of Alabama
26 1975, is amended to read as follows:
27 "§32-5A-32.
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1 "Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control
2 signals exhibiting different colored lights, or colored
3 lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination,
4 only the colors green, red, and yellow shall be used, except
5 for special pedestrian signals carrying a word or symbol
6 legend, and the lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of
7 vehicles and pedestrians as follows:
8 "(1) Green indication:
9 "a. Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal
10 may proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a
11 sign at such place prohibits either such turn. But vehicular
12 traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield
13 the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully
14 within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time
15 such signal is exhibited.
16 "b. Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal,
17 shown alone or in combination with another indication, may
18 cautiously enter the intersection only to make the movement
19 indicated by such arrow, or such other movement as is
20 permitted by other indications shown at the same time. Such
21 vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians
22 lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic
23 lawfully using the intersection.
24 "c. Unless otherwise directed by a
25 pedestrian-control signal, as provided in pursuant to Section
26 32-5A-33, pedestrians facing any green signal, except when the
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1 sole green signal is a turn arrow, may proceed across the
2 roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.
3 "(2) Steady yellow indication:

4 "a. Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular
5 yellow or yellow arrow signal is thereby warned that the
6 related green movement is being terminated or that a red
7 indication will be exhibited immediately thereafter.
8 "b. Pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or
9 yellow arrow signal, unless otherwise directed by a
10 pedestrian-control signal as provided in pursuant to Section
11 32-5A-33, are thereby advised that there is insufficient time
12 to cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and no
13 pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway.
14 "(3) Steady red indication:
15 "a. Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular red
16 signal alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if
17 none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the
18 intersection, or if none, then before entering the
19 intersection and shall remain standing until an indication to
20 proceed is shown except as provided in subdivision (3)b.
21 "b. Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a
22 turn, vehicular traffic facing any steady red signal may
23 cautiously enter the intersection to turn right, or to turn
24 left from a one-way street into a one-way street, after
25 stopping as required by subdivision (3)a. Such vehicular
26 traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully
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1 within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully
2 using the intersection.
3 "c. Unless otherwise directed by a
4 pedestrian-control signal as provided in pursuant to Section
5 32-5A-33, pedestrians facing a steady circular red signal
6 alone shall not enter the roadway.
7 "(4) In the event an official traffic-control signal
8 is erected and maintained at a place other than an
9 intersection, the provisions of this section shall be
10 applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature
11 can have no application. Any stop required shall be made at a
12 sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop
13 shall be made, but in the absence of any such signal or
14 marking the stop shall be made at the signal.
15 "(5)a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law or
16 this section, if the driver of a motorcycle or bicycle has
17 stopped pursuant to the instructions of a traffic-control
18 signal and has a reasonable belief that the traffic-control
19 signal is inoperative due to the lightweight design of his or
20 her motorcycle or bicycle, the driver may disregard or disobey
21 the instructions of the traffic-control signal and proceed
22 through the intersection, provided both of the conditions
23 apply:
24 "1. There is no other motor vehicle within 500 feet
25 approaching or entering the same intersection from a different
26 road or highway, or from the same road or highway approaching
27 or entering the intersection from the opposite direction.
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1 "2. The driver cautiously proceeds through the
2 intersection with reasonable care and consideration for all
3 other applicable rules of the road. Nothing in this
4 subdivision shall afford the right of a driver to make a turn
5 pursuant to subdivision (3).
6 "b. A driver who acts or purports to act pursuant to
7 this subdivision shall maintain the burden of proving that he
8 or she acted in accordance with this subdivision. The driver's
9 cause or proximate cause of an accident while acting or
10 purporting to act pursuant to this subdivision shall be prima
11 facie evidence that the driver did not exercise the requisite
12 level of caution, care, or consideration required for
13 compliance with the law.
14 "c. As used in this subdivision, the term reasonable
15 belief means the belief of a reasonable person in
16 consideration of the conditions of his or her stop, including,
17 but not limited to, the number of seconds the person has been
18 stopped or the number of signal changes he or she has observed
19 of the traffic-control signal which did not include a change
20 of instruction."
21 Section 2. This act shall become effective on the
22 first day of the third month following its passage and
23 approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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On the Alabama House Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee:

Representatives

Treadaway, Allen (Chair)

Farley, Allen (Vice Chair)

Jackson, Thomas (Ranking
Minority Member)

Ainsworth, Will

Drake, Dickie

England, Chris

Hanes, Tommy

Moore, Mary

Rowe, Connie C

Shiver, Harry

Whorton, Isaac

Clerk:
Phone:
Email:

Karen Cheeks
334-242-7621
karen.cheeks@alhouse.gov

Also contact ashley.hines@alhouse.gov, or 334-242-7666.
Since the legislative session is mostly over, this bill will probably die in committee. Rodney will see
Dickey Drake in March. This bill has not had its second reading again.
We are also watching Senate Bill 125, concerning truck platoons being exempted from being cited for
following too closely, and House Bill 16, Repeal of the Memorial Preservation Act.
We discussed a legislative day in March. A date was not set.
We discussed the upcoming AIM/NCOM convention in May. All Dixie ABATE members are called upon
to attend this convention and to help where needed. We are expected to help host it.
We discussed our concerns that autonomous vehicles are not designed to “see” motorcycles.
Freddy talked about the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC).
The trend is for motorcycle manufacturers to make the motorcycle’s ECM impossible for the owner to
modify. They only want a dealer to be able to work on a motorcycle.
The motorcycle world is under attack constantly, and most riders don’t even notice their freedoms being
eroded little by little.
We discussed Megan Ekstrom’s article about the “Road to Zero”, the federal government’s program to
eliminate deaths on the highways.
We discussed old business – at the last meeting, we voted to pursue a riding test in Alabama, the
passage of which would be necessary before a rider could get an M endorsement. Alternatively, the rider
could take a MSF course and test for the M endorsement as part of that class. No headway has been
made on this initiative since the last meeting. Michael, Rodney, and Larry will work on this.
We discussed falling motorcycle sales in the U.S.

We are still looking at writing a bill like Tennessee’s law that allows a motorcycle rider to take the safety lane to
the nearest exit when traffic is stopped on the highway.

Our next state meeting will probably be at 2 PM on Saturday, April 14, at The Outfield Restaurant & Bar, 7633 Lee
Rd. 240, Phenix City, AL 36870. The phone number there is 334-214-9568. These notes will be amended when
the meeting place is formally set.

