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MEETING NOTES: 8/24/19  The Secret Bed & Breakfast, Leesburg, Alabama 
 
In attendance: 
 
Justin Matney 
Brenda Matney 
Kris Cook 
Matthew Schroeder 

       Garland Medlock 
        Rodney Green 
        Bruce Rugg 
        Shureena Coldiron-Rugg 
        Ira “Cowboy” Jones 
        Patti Jones 
        Kathy Giambrone 
        Robert Giambrone 

 
 
Kris passed out notes from the last meeting and a treasurer’s report.  No exceptions were noted.  The above 
documents are now on record.  
 
We discussed the proposed I-10 toll bridge in Mobile.  ABATE is officially against this bridge.  We are against 
motorcycles ever having to pay the same tolls as cars.  Our argument is that motorcycles do not beat up the roads, 
nor do they contribute to congestion – at least, they wouldn’t, if lane filtering would become legal.  No action was 
planned, because it probably will not be built anyway. 
 
Freddie is not here, but we discussed our failure to pass a Safe on Red bill, and let everyone know that we are tabling 
that idea for the upcoming year.  Instead, we are going to push for a new rider having to pass a riding test or a MSF 
course in order to obtain an M endorsement.   
 
Kris admitted that she did not gather the information she said she would gather at the last meeting; namely, how the 
other 49 states handle the rider test for licensing.  She has gotten it together now and it will be appended to these 
notes.  She will also be able to talk to ABATE members from all over the country at the Meeting of the Minds in 
September.   
 
We are going to push for more federal funding for motorcycle awareness programs.  Michael Stieber has been looking 
into this. 
 
We will cooperate with Riders 4 Riders in Mobile on the design of a new billboard, to be paid for 50/10 by Dixie 
ABATE and Riders 4 Riders. 
 
We touched on the need for our members to volunteer to teach drivers ed students in their local high schools, as 
always.   
 
We discussed which billboards to keep, and whether we should let one or two go this year.  The locations are:  
Mobile, E/S I-65 2nd S/O HWY 43; Montgomery, S/S I-85 1500’ E/O Millies Creek F/E; Birmingham, I-20 S/L 500’ W/O 
Honda Dr.; and Huntsville, N MEM PKWY WL S/O SPRKMN @ JD BYRIDER FN. 
 

http://www.dixieabate.org/


 

Kris has signed a contract with Lamar Outdoor Advertising to renew the Mobile billboard, and she will work with R4R 
on the design.  Lamar’s artist, David Chandler, has Lisa Lee’s initial design concept.   
 
Cowboy suggested we keep the Montgomery billboard.  Kris has signed a contract for Birmingham, but not 
Montgomery or Huntsville.  We are being squeezed a little by Lamar, as they say they do not have much space for 
reduced-rate PSAs this year. 
 
We bounced around more fundraising concepts without any motions being made.   
 
Matt gave the AIM/NCOM update, and urged us all to ask our reps to co-sponsor HR255, the Anti-Motorcycle-Profiling 
Resolution. 
 
Matt mentioned the Rally @ the Rattler, which is at the Rattlesnake Saloon on September 19th through the 21st.  Kris 
is at the Meeting of the Minds that weekend, or she’d go set up.  Any member is welcome to call them and see if 
they’d allow the ABATE tent to be set up beside the parking lot up top.  They are very motorcycle friendly there.  If you 
get permission to set up, hit Kris up for booth materials. 
 
Michael Stieber is riding in the Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride to raise funds for prostate cancer victims.  He is 
actively raising funds.  You can support him on this endeavor by visiting 
https://www.gentlemansride.com/rider/michaelstieber140875?fbclid=IwAR2d2KutbYpKOYto7iTuPSSgrZMjL3A_c_iUz
pf71Scz_T9guou0DH-YOgU  and donating online.  The ride is September 28. 
 
Kris will have a report from the MRF’s Meeting of the Minds at the next meeting.  Don’t miss it. 
 
Our next meeting will be in the up-and-coming entertainment district on the south side of downtown Birmingham 
called Pepper Place, at Kris’ office, in the big conference room.  The address is 2927 2nd Avenue South, Birmingham, 
AL  35233.  Our parking lot is off 2nd Avenue South, between 29th and 30th Streets.  When you pull into the parking lot, 
you’ll be headed straight toward Hop City.  Hop City also has a parking lot on the other side of it, off of 3rd Avenue 
South.  You can park anywhere in the neighborhood pretty easily after 1 PM.  There is a farmer’s market earlier that is 
attended by everyone who lives in the state, which makes parking impossible unless you are willing to park your bike 
on the sidewalk in front of my office, which I am.  There are even easy on and easy off ramps to the sidewalk area.  
You won’t even have to turn around.   
 
This area boasts several restaurants and bars, and is a designated entertainment district, which means you can go      
from place to place with an open container, should you choose.  Unfortunately, there can be no drinking before or at 
the meeting, on orders from my employer.  We have to be quiet and respectful if we meet inside, as there may be 
people working that day.  Alternately, we could meet outdoors on the company picnic tables, if the weather is nice and 
cloudy.  There isn’t any shade there in the afternoon when the sun is out. 
 
Date and time:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2019  AT 2 PM.  Questions?  Call or text Kris at 205-617-9944.   
 

https://www.gentlemansride.com/rider/michaelstieber140875?fbclid=IwAR2d2KutbYpKOYto7iTuPSSgrZMjL3A_c_iUzpf71Scz_T9guou0DH-YOgU
https://www.gentlemansride.com/rider/michaelstieber140875?fbclid=IwAR2d2KutbYpKOYto7iTuPSSgrZMjL3A_c_iUzpf71Scz_T9guou0DH-YOgU
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Appendix G
State Operator Licensing Requirements


